
HOW DID THE 
GEARBOX BUSINESS 

BOOM?
THE WAVE OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTIONS

FIRST: 1760-1840 
MECHANIZING PRODUCTION 
THROUGH WATER AND 
STEAM POWER
   • Iron and steel production
   • Steam engine
   • Machine tools
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SECOND: 1850-1914 
POWERING MASS 
PRODUCTION WITH 
ELECTRICITY 
   • Internal combustion
   • Industrial gearbox
   • Factory assembly line

THIRD: 1950s-PRESENT 
USING COMPUTERS TO 
AUTOMATE PRODUCTION
   • Computing
   • Internet
   • Information and 
 communications technology

FOURTH: 2010s-FUTURE 
BLURRING LINES BETWEEN 
THE PHYSICAL, DIGITAL 
AND BIOLOGICAL 
   • Robotics and artificial intelligence
   • Quantum computing
   • Nano- and biotechnology
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